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Grace G. Ellis 


It’s a storming morning and I 
hear a scratching at the front door. 
I open it to find Balut, our “not my 
cat,” a neighborhood stray who has 
decided to adopt us Marshburns. 

While we haven’t quite 
committed to owning him, Balut 
feels like we are a safe 


Not My Cat 


reacts. He rams his head into my 
arm and rubs hard. 

I’ve read that cats do this 
because of the scent glands near 
their whiskers, such a rubbing 
being a claim, a marking of 
territory. 

Perhaps as gratitude 


place that he can access 
whenever he needs to. 
He can come to get 
shelter, some water, 
and all the petting that 
he could ever hope to 
receive. (He is certainly 
the most aggressively 
friendly cat I’ve ever 
met—he sauntered into 
our house, jumped into 
my father’s lap, and 
demanded a belly rub 
on their first meeting; 
so the many hands of 
the Marshburns 
scratching and 
massaging him brings 
great joy.) 

Today is no 
exception as Balut 
scrambles into the 
house, sliding a bit on 
the tile. He follows me 
to my chair, jumps into 
my lap, and waits for 
me to act. Except this 
time, he’s soaking wet 
from the rain. I am for 
a moment tempted to toss him off 
of me, complain about the wet paw 
prints clinging my pants to my 
legs. But I dismiss this thought. In- 
stead, I grab a towel and smother 
the “not my cat.” 

As much as he likes petting, 
Balut seems surprised by this. He 
doesn’t move as I rub the towel 
over his body, sopping up the 
moisture from his back and belly. 

It isn’t until I’m nearly finished, 
his fur no longer dripping and his 
tail regaining its fluff, that he 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead Mennonite 
Church 


for my efforts, Balut 
has chosen to reaffirm 
his claim to me as one 
of his “not my 
humans.” 

Very sweet of him. 

When I’m done, 
Balut is purring and his 
fur is dry. My pants, on 
the other hand, are far 
from it, having soaked 
in a significant portion 
of moisture from his 
legs while I focused 
first on his body. 


It is an inconvenience for sure, 
certainly uncomfortable, but I de- 
cide not to change. The water will 
dry out eventually, and besides, I 
have Balut on me still, continuing 
to ask me for love. I'd hate to dis- 
turb him. 

Instead, I massage his cheeks as 
his eyes blink slowly until he lays 
down his head and sleeps. 

That was hours ago. I was 
correct, the pants dried out. 

Right now, Balut’s taking a nap 
beside me, content to laze in the 


presence of my company. 

And here, in the aftermath of the 
moment, I am struck by Jesus’ 
words when he depicts how we are 
to treat others: “For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to 
visit me” (Matthew 25:35-36 NIV). 

Balut is my “not my cat,” yet I 
am willing to take him in, ignore 
my own discomfort and dry him 
off, give him my time and love. 

As heartwarming a thought as 
that may be, I must make sure that 
my service towards a cat does not 
outweigh the service I give my 
“not my people,” the random 
passersby on the street, the 
homeless or hungry, the lonely, 
those drowning in the rain. 

Can I look at those around me 
and rightly claim to offer them the 
love that Jesus demands, the time 
that they deserve? 

It is my hope that I do. Even if I 
do, I am glad God has given such a 
gentle reminder of the calling he’s 
granted us as his children—I could 
have been confronted with my 
inadequacy, beaten over the head 
by selfishness and thrashed by 
condemnation. But no; instead, 
I’ve simply dried Balut. 

God reminds thus: As I am 

willing to love a “not my cat,” 
I must work to love those around 
me. We must all work to love those 
around us, to meet their needs, 
claim them as our own and treat 
them as such so that, regardless of 
ties, even if some are “‘not our 
people,” they can and will feel 
God’s love through us. 

Amen, Lord. May it be so. 


Feeding South Florida Launches its Annual 


“Feed Your Creativity” Art Competition 


Feeding South Florida, 
the leading domestic 
hunger-relief organization 
in South Florida, is ex- 
cited to announce its 
Third Annual “Feed Your 
Creativity” Art Competi- 
tion. Elementary, middle, 
and high school students 
throughout Palm Beach, 
Broward, Miami-Dade, 
and Monroe counties are 
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e Orange Ribbon Award: 
The judges choose the 
piece that speaks most to 
the mission of ending 
hunger. 


e School Spirit Award: 
Given to the school that 
has the highest number of 
pieces submitted. 


invited to participate for 
the opportunity to have 
their artwork converted to 
one of Feeding South 
Florida's truck wraps — a 


36-foot moving billboard ‘Feed Your Creativity’ Aug. 31, 2022. 

that travels throughout Art Competition that 

South Florida.  =——__skicks-off our ‘Summer e Artwork inclusion in 
The art competitionis Hunger Ends Here’ Feeding South Florida's 


the first of Feeding South 
Florida’s several 
“Summer Hunger Ends 
Here” initiatives, a 
campaign designed to 
raise the awareness and 
funds necessary to end 
summer hunger in South 
Florida. It’s aimed to 
engage students, their 
parents, teachers, and 
schools in a critical issue, 
while also recognizing 
and highlighting the 
talent in our community. 
Summer months are 
some of the most difficult 
times for South Florida 
families because when 
school is not in session, 
some kids don’t have 
access to free or reduced- 


Caring Centers at both 
warehouse locations. 

“We are excited to 
announce our third annual 


campaign,” said Sari 
Vatske, executive 
president of Feeding 
South Florida. “Partici- 
pating in the art 
competition allows 
students to give a voice to 
nearly 200,000 children 
who go to bed hungry in 
South Florida.” 


The first-place winner 
will be awarded: 

e Artwork is displayed as 
a truck wrap on a 36-foot 
tractor/trailer that travels 
throughout Palm Beach, 
Broward, Miami-Dade, 
and Monroe Counties. 


assets. 


e Artwork prominently 
displayed at Feeding 
South Florida’s Pembroke 
Park warehouse until 


“Million Meal Summer” 
Food Frenzy promotion, 
including digital toolkit 
and/or social media 


e Announcement on 
social media platforms 
including Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. 


Other accolades include: 
e Youth People’s Choice 
Award: the piece with the 
most “likes” on Facebook 
and Instagram wins. 


e Youth Ambassador 
Award: Feeding South 
Florida’s kids council 
chooses this award. 


In keeping with 
Feeding South Florida’s 
belief that food is a 
bridge to understanding 
others, the 2022 theme is 
“Food is Community.” 

The deadline to submit 
artwork is Feb. 28. All 
artwork will be displayed 
during a Gallery Night in 
May, where winners will 
also be announced. The 
winning truck will be 
revealed in Summer 
2022. 

Additional instructions 
regarding preferred 
colors, size, and accepted 
mediums are available at 
www.tinyurl.com/ART- 
toFSF. Students may also 
register to learn more. 

Sponsorships and 
in-kind donations are 
available. For more 
information, contact 
Michele Fernandez at 
954.518.1818 x1863 or 
mfernandez@feeding- 
southflorida.org. 


price school meals. In 
South Florida alone, there 
are nearly 200,000 
children who don’t know 
from where they will get 
their next meal, and over 
500,000 who rely on free 
or reduced meals during 
the school year. 


Seeking to fill the void of 
school meals, Feeding 
South Florida is a proud 
sponsor of the USDA 
Summer Food Service 
Program, providing meals 
to kids at Summer Break- 
Spots, pop-up mobile 
pantries in low-income 
communities. Feeding 


South Florida also assists 
families in its Community 
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This young man, a previous winner, is pictured with his art work. FSF 


February 3, 1934 — 


Grace G. Ellis passed 
away February 5, 2022. 

She was the beloved 
wife of John Ellis Jr. for 
over 66 years; loving 
mother of John III, 
Valerie, Gary and 
(Melanie); cherished 
grandmother of John IV, 
and Stacy Ellis; and great 
grandmother of John V, 
Grant, Cruz and Austyn. 

Grace Ellis was a 
native Floridian born in 
Homestead and served as 
a dedicated Registered 
Nurse (RN) for several 
years in the Homestead 
area. 


February 5, 2022 
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Her greatest gift was 
the family she created 
and loved so much. She 
will be deeply missed. 

Services were held 
Friday, February 11, 2022 
at Palms Woodlawn 
Funeral Home, Naranja, 
FL. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 


info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 I 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Answering your Questions 
about Social Security 


By Evelyn Linares, 
Public Affairs Specialist 
SSA South Florida Area 


Question: 

How much will I receive 
if I qualify for Supple- 
mental Security Income 
(SSI) benefits? 

Answer: 

The amount of your SSI 
benefit depends on where 
you live and how much 
income you have. The 
maximum SSI payment 
varies nationwide. For 
2022, the maximum 
federal SSI payment for 
an eligible individual is 
$841 a month and $1,261 
a month for an eligible 
couple. However, many 
states add money to the 
basic payment. For more 
information, go to 
www.ssa.gov/ssi. 


Question: 

I usually get my benefit 
payment on the third of 
the month. But what if 
the third falls on a Sat- 
urday, Sunday, or holi- 
day? Will my payment be 
late? 

Answer: 

Just the opposite. Your 
payment should arrive 
early. For example, if you 
usually get your payment 
on the third of a month, 
but it falls on a Saturday, 
we will make payments 
on the Friday prior to the 
due date. Find more 
information about the 
payment schedule for 
2021 at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/ 
calendar.htm. Any time 
you don’t receive a 
payment, be sure to wait 
three days before calling 
to report it missing. To 
ensure that your benefits 
are going to the right 
place, create a my Social 
Security account. There, 
you can verify and 
manage your benefits 
without visiting your 
local office. Please visit 


Securing today 
and tomorrow 


www.ssa.gov/myaccount 
to create your account. 


Question: 

I recently retired and am 
approaching the age 
when I can start receiving 
Medicare. What is the 
monthly premium for 
Medicare Part B? 
Answer: 

In 2022, the standard 
Medicare Part B premium 
for medical insurance is 
currently $170.10 per 
month. Some people with 
higher incomes must pay 
a higher monthly pre- 
mium for their Medicare 
coverage. You can get 
details at www.medi- 
care.gov or by calling 
1-800-MEDICARE (1- 
800-633-4227) (TTY 1- 
877-486-2048 


Question: 

How do I earn Social 
Security credits and how 
many do I need to qualify 
for benefits? 

Answer: 

We use your total yearly 
earnings to figure your 
Social Security credits. 
The amount needed for a 
credit in 2021 is $1,470 
and for 2022 is 1,510. 
You can earn a maximum 
of four credits for any 
year. The amount needed 
to earn one credit usually 
increases each year when 
average wages increase. 
You must earn a certain 
number of credits to 
qualify for Social 
Security benefits. The 
number of credits you 
need depends on your age 
when you apply and the 
type of benefit applica- 
tion. No one needs more 
than 40 credits for any 
Social Security benefit. 
You can read more about 
credits in How You Earn 
Credits at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs. 

For more information, 
visit our website at 
WWW.SSA. gov. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www. thhjc.org 
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Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 


STAY WITH THE 


BEST! 
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